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There’s a line on the antique tour page 
in Daytripping that says that you can’t 
do it all in one day. They’re right! We 
could have spent the whole day in just 
a few of them. We had stayed the night 
and had a fabulous perch dinner at the 
ERIE BEACH HOTEL in Port Dover, so we 
could have set our course for a number 
of towns in the morning, but Waterford 
was determined to be our first stop. 

THE ANTIQUE MARKETS 
Waterford really surprised us, in more 

ways than one. I guess we didn’t know 
what to expect, but it’s a small town 
with several large lake-like ponds in 
town and on the outskirts, and telltale 
signs of a railroad history. It’s home to 
the Waterford Heritage and Agricultural 
Museum, as well as the Old Town Hall 
where they host numerous events. It 
has a lot going for it, but what it has in 
spades is antiques. The WATERFORD 
ANTIQUE MARKET is absolutely vast, 
hosting over 70 different vendors in 
what was originally the Dominion 
Telephone Company factory. You can 
explore the two floors of this building for 
hours and, like with all antique markets, 
the selection is all over the place due 
to the different vendor’s tastes. What 
we missed, and have to go back for, is 
the Fishin Musician—a portion of the 
building that is apparently home to many 
vintage guitars and other instruments. 
It wasn’t open on the day we were 
there. Not far down the street is ALICE 
STREET ANTIQUES and it is another 
market featuring different vendors. 
One of them is BOOMER’S OLD TIN 
TOYS, which we’d read about before in 
Daytripping. There is a ton of nostalgia to 
be re-disovered here, and record albums 
galore. There are other shops as well and 
we poked our heads into a few, including 
BRUSHED DESIGNS which Lisa loved—
there were many home and garden ideas 
for her to drool over.

WHERE WE DIDN’T GO 
As we left Waterford we headed west, 

past the scenic ponds, but in past trips 
to this area we’ve found oursleves a few 
miles to the east. If you can fit that in 
be sure to go to CHAMBERS MAPLE 
PRODUCTS, which has a lot more than 
maple syrup. In the same area you’ll also 
want to find BONNIE HEATH ESTATE 
WINERY.

CJ’s ANTIQUES
I’m not sure that the route we took 

used the least possible amount of gas, 
so a wiser person would maybe pull 
out a map, but we enjoy driving so we 
headed to CJ’s Antiques (which is north 
of Waterford) before back-tracking a bit. 
This is hands down one of my favourite 
shops anywhere! Lisa loved it too, but I 
was in heaven. If there are many small 
items I didn’t notice them because I 
couldn’t see past the gorgeous antique 
furniture you’ll find here. There were 
countless pieces of most every wood 
imaginable in two buildings here, some 
expertly restored by Keith Koopman and 
family. Watch for the flags on the east 
side of Hwy. #24 heading north, about 
8kms. north of Waterford, and don’t 
miss coming here!

Publisher’s note: If you follow this 
itinerary please note that Norfolk Road 
#24 goes straight through the town of 
Waterford, while Hwy. #24 that Dave is 
referring to also runs north-south, but is 

the highway to the west of the town. Also, 
Caresa Antiques in the next portion of this 
article is on Windham Road #9, which is 
south of and parallel to Windham Centre 
Road which, for some reason, is also Road 
#9. You should see a sign on Hwy. #24 for 
Caresa.

CARESA ANTIQUES 
Heading back south we went just 

past the exit to Waterford and took a 
road to the right, driving a few miles 
into the countryside to find our next 
stop. I asked Lisa how to best describe 
CARESA ANTIQUES and she said it 
is a “Treasure Hunt” People who like 
everything to be perfectly neat and 
tidy may not appreciate this shop, but 
there aren’t many places left for those 
of us who love to look up, down, behind 
and underneath to find a hidden gem. 
Coming here is like going on a treasure 
hunt, but it’s best suited to those of us 
who don’t mind treasure hunts.

NEW LIMBURG BREWING COMPANY 
Not far from here is the town of 

Nixon, and you’ll be forgiven if you’ve 
never heard of it. As far as we could tell 
it doesn’t have a general store or a post 
office, but it does have an airstrip, and 
it also has its own micro-brewery. The 
brewery also happens to be in a former 
schoolhouse, but a fairly modern one, 
not an old fashioned one room deal. If 
we hadn’t seen it in the Daytripper we 
never woud have found it. It was still early 
spring when we arrived, so the patio was 
closed, but we sat down and enjoyed the 
setting and the camaraderie here. They 
specialize in a number of Belgium style 
beers and I took home a mixed six pack, 
all of which were very good.

NORWICH 
We zig-zagged our way to the town 

of Norwich and missed out on one of 
our favourite stops. We’d been to Delhi 
to the new location of COURTLAND 
ANTIQUE WAREHOUSE before, and 
highly recommend it, but couldn’t make 
it there this day. We’ve also been through 

CJ’s Antiques

New Limburg Brewing Co.

https://www.eriebeachhotel.com/
https://waterfordantiquemarket.com/
https://waterfordantiquemarket.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boomers-Old-Tin-Toys/539037269467669
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Boomers-Old-Tin-Toys/539037269467669
https://www.brusheddesigns.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/Chambers-Maple-Shop-176422142408813/%3Fhc_ref%3DPAGES_TIMELINE
https://www.facebook.com/Chambers-Maple-Shop-176422142408813/%3Fhc_ref%3DPAGES_TIMELINE
http://www.bonnieheathestate.com/
http://www.bonnieheathestate.com/
http://www.cjsantiques.ca/index.html
http://newlimburg.com/
https://www.facebook.com/courtlandtreasures/
https://www.facebook.com/courtlandtreasures/


Norwich a bunch of times and COTTAGE 
GARDENS is one of Lisa’s favourite stops. 

 I was under the impression that it was 
still too early to think about gardening, 
but apparently gardeners never have 
that dilemma. Lisa was quickly off and 
running in the greenhouses while I 
meandered through the gift shop. It’s 
on Hwy. #59 on the south end of town 
and in the same vicinity is a place called 
LIQUIDATION CITY. You’ll find a shop 
like this every once in a while that has a 
bit of everything, like a small department 
store. From what I understand some of 
their merchandise would be bought in 
bulk at a fraction of the regular price 
from the big box stores, and sold for a 
bargain. It’s a nice, and big store, well 
worth checking out.

Heading to the main street (Stover St.) 
we went back to another favourite, OUR 
GIFT SHOPPE, and spent a while in there 
looking around. They seemed to have a 
bit of everything and Lisa always seems 
to need something. Across the street was 
the NORWICH DELI & BAKERY and we 
couldn’t not stop there. By this point we 
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Cottage Gardens

were starving, having not eaten since 
breakfast, and thought we knew where 
dinner was going to be, but were wrong. 
A few years ago we used the Daytripper to 
find DEAN MICHAEL’S GRIDDLEHOUSE 
just south of Woodstock, and were hoping 
to have dinner there since their breakfast 
was so spectacular, but we didn’t realize 
that they’re only open for lunch and 
breakfast. Luckily we double checked 
their hours on the “Where You Should 
Eat List,” before driving to Woodstock. 
Trust us though, you have to go there for 
breakfast sometime. It’s easy to get to, 
just a minute off Hwy. 401.

THE OLDE BAKERY CAFE 
This was the next closest restaurant on 

Daytripping’s list, so we changed course 
and headed for downtown Ingersoll and 
it was perfect. Great food, great service 
and we thought a bit more home baking 

couldn’t hurt, so despite having just left 
a bakery, we took some more home. We 
were a little too late to browse around 
the town, but peeked in the windows of 
a very nice shop down the street called 
PATINA’S. There’s always a next time.

We did a bit more driving than was 
needed on this trip, but it was very 
enjoyable, as it always is. Not knowing 
where exactly you’re going to go is part 
of the fun. We also could have headed in 
any number of directions from Waterford 
and will definitely go back to that town. 
We may see if there’s an Airbnb or some 
place to stay, so we can take time to stroll 
the nearby trails, and maybe even bring 
a canoe.

Publisher’s note: Thanks again Dave 
and Lisa. I’d like to take this opportunity 
to encourage more readers to take your 
lead and send us articles about the trips 
they use the Daytripper to go on. Our 

contributors do get paid a bit, maybe 
even enough to pay for the 

gas. Don’t worry about 
stepping on Dave and 

Lisa’s toes—we 
have lots of pages 
to fill and we’d 
love to hear from 
you. And yes, 
everyone needs 
to stop into Dean 
Michael’s—they 
put the typical 
breakfast to 

shame.

http://cottagegardens.ca/
http://cottagegardens.ca/
http://www.liquidationcity.ca/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Gift-Shop/Our-Gift-Shoppe-1463326973728048/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Gift-Shop/Our-Gift-Shoppe-1463326973728048/
http://www.norwichdeliandbakery.ca/
https://deanmichaels.ca/
http://theoldebakerycafe.com/
http://www.patinas.ca/

